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WE BELIEVE 
1. We believe in the Scripture of the Old and New 
Testaments as verbally inspired by God, and 
inerrant in the original writings. They are the 
supreme and final authority in faith and life. 
2. We believe in one God eternally existing in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, and is true 
God and true Man. 
4. We believe that man was created in the image 
of God: that he sinned, and thereby incurred, not 
only physical death, but also Spiritual death which 
is separation from God.  All human beings are 
born with a sinful nature, and in the case of those 
who reach moral responsibility become sinners in 
thought, word, and deed. 
5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures, as a 
representative and substitutionary sacrifice.  In 
addition that all who believe in Him are justified on 
the ground of His shed Blood. 
6. We believe in the resurrection of the crucified 
Body of our Lord, in His Ascension into Heaven 
and in His present life there for us, as High Priest 
and Advocate. 
7. We believe in "that blessed hope," the personal, 
premillennial, and imminent return of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 
8. We believe that all who receive by faith the Lord 
Jesus Christ are born again of the Holy Spirit and 
thereby become children of God. 
9. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just 
and unjust, the everlasting blessedness of the 
saved, and the everlasting, conscious punishment 
of the lost.  
             - The Railroad Evangelistic Association 

Luther S. Harkey 1885 - 1949 
Founder of the Railroad Evangelistic Association 
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- Mission Statement -  
The Railroad Evangelistic 

Association exists to proclaim the  
Good News of Jesus Christ to the 
entire railroad community 

worldwide and to promote mutual 
Christian fellowship among, though  
not  limited to, those of the railroad 
industry, the model railroad hobby-
ists and the rail fan enthusiasts.  
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Subscribe to the  

Railroad Evangelist 
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For only $10.00 a year you will receive 
one of the most unique non-
denominational Railroad magazines 
published anywhere in the world. 

 
Help spread the word by ordering the 
Railroad Evangelist magazines in bulk.    

 
BULK  COSTS 

(Based upon per issue) 
100 copies $25.00       50 copies $20.00 
 20 copies  $10.00         10 copies $5.00 
 
Subscribe today for yourself or a friend, 
make out your check or money order to 
REA and send to: 

REA  
PO Box 5026 

Vancouver, WA 98668 
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lished three times a year by GISI Marketing 
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age paid at Vancouver, WA. Circulation: 
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cents for each returned magazine.  The mid-
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 COVER photo captures Canadian Pacific 40B rounding a curve west of Woodstock with engine # 4107 in the lead. 
Photo by James Gardiner of Brantford, Ontario Canada, used by permission.  
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Membership in the Railroad Evangelistic Association is 
open to all who have a desire to reach the entire rail-
road community worldwide with the Good News of Je-
sus Christ.  For $15.00 you will receive your REA An-
nual membership card ($5.00) and a one year subscrip-
tion ($10.00 - 3 issues) to the RAILROAD EVANGELIST 
magazine.  REA has no paid staff, all proceeds go to 
printing and mailing the Good News. Thank you. 

W 
e have a financial system that is struggling to find stability.  There is a tremendous number of fore-
closures, lack of jobs, loss of savings, a continuous increase in the cost of living, many changes in 

administration, and changes in our society.  Even our relationships have suffered.  
     If we focus on these things, we can get discouraged easily.  These are times to have a relationship with 
Christ and keep our eyes on Him.  We need Him to help us with every aspect of our lives.  We cannot 
have a bitter and unforgiving heart.  Fill your heart with love.   
     In Daniel 3; Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego experienced terrible circumstances, and yet they kept 
their eyes on God.  What a truly inspirational biblical passage.  Please read the entire passage and think 

about how this applies to your life. 
     One way we can be sure of the future is by growing deep in our relationship with the Lord.  By knowing truly who we believe in, He 
will enable us to stand and He will watch over us.  Our lives are only for a short time on this earth, but then we will be with Him in glo-
ry.   
     By preparing ourselves to live godly lives, we can be certain about our future.  How do we prepare?  Study the Bible.  Spend time 
in prayer, praise, and worship.  Serve Him. 
     Hebrews 10:25 (KJV) ñNot forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another..ò 
We need to gather together and encourage each other.  If you do not already, I recommend that you find and support a local church.  
We also have monthly Railroad Evangelistic Association chapter meetings which are a great place to grow and be encouraged.  
These are open to everyone.  If you are breathing still, then you can make a difference.  I look forward to seeing you at our annual 
convention in August.  Bring your family.  What an amazing, life changing time we will have.  God bless you. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                            -   Dr. Ben Salloum 
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Your membership, subscriptions and tax deductible donations are 
greatly appreciated, as they are the only means we have to continue 
publishing and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ to the 
entire railroad community worldwide through the Railroad Evangelist 
magazine.  Your financial gifts underwrite the cost and make it possi-
ble for us to send the Railroad Evangelist magazine out individually 
and in bulk supply as our home and missionary outreach.  We thank 
God for each and every one of you who have joined with this railroad 
literature evangelistic ministry with your prayers and finances. 
 
We pray and trust God will abundantly bless you for your sacrificial 
giving as He ñis able to make all grace abound towards you, that 
you, always having all sufficiency in all things, have an abun-
dance for every good work.ò                                  
                                                                                  2 Corinthians 9:8 Please cut, photocopy or send appropriate information pertaining to the 

above application form and mail it to:   
                                                   REA 

PO Box 5026   
Vancouver, WA 98668 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN REA 
 

Please check the appropriate box. 
 
     I am an active railroad employee. 
     I am a former/retired railroad employee. 
     My spouse is/was an active/former/retired  
     railroad employee. 
     I am a model railroad hobbyist. 
     I am a rail fan enthusiast. 
     My interest in REA is _______________________ 
     Sending $5.00 for REA membership for one year. 
     Sending $10.00 for a one year subscription. 
      I would like to make a donation._____________ 
How did you learn of REA?___________________ 
__________________________________________ 

ñA LITTLE IS A LOT WHEN GOD IS IN ITò 
Luke 9:12-17 

Dr. Ben Salloum 
REA President 
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Rail Fan & the MODEL Railroader  by Rev. Stephen R. Seidler 

      

               Minnesotaôs Twin Cities ï Minneapolis & St. Paul ï enjoyed one of the premier streetcar systems well into the 
1950s.  When transit prices were raised a nickel, the public began the exodus to their private automobiles.  Street cars disap-
peared, only to reappear today as LIGHT RAIL.  In Minneapolis the BLUE line operates from Target Field downtown all the 
way south to the Mall of America.  At the two airport terminals it goes underground to provide all-weather service.  The line 

parallels Hiawatha Avenue ï the Milwaukee RR line into downtown - so is 
known as the Hiawatha Line.  The GREEN line recently opened, operating 
between Minneapolis and downtown St. Paul.  It ends at the newly restored 
Union Depot which is a hub for bus lines, light rail, and now Amtrak.  When 
they tore up University Avenue to build the line, they surprisingly discovered 
the former street car tracks buried a foot below street level.  The photo to the 
left shows this discovery.  Note: This photo was taken in front of Scale Model 
Supplies hobby shop which distributes copies of ALL ABOARD to rail-
oriented customers.  Recently, one of our newest REA members, Professor 
John Oughton and his wife rode the new GREEN line and submitted the fol-
lowing report.  John is a Graduate Student Science Education, Earth Scienc-
es & Environmental Education, Department of Curriculum & Instruction ï 
University of Minnesota Twin Cities. 

 
          Riding the Rails in St. Paul, MN:  A 21st-Century Renaissance 

 In my weekly commutes to the University of Minnesota, throughout 
2013, I had seen it come forth step-by-step, a transformation of a major arterial street connecting Minneapolis and St. Paul, 
Minnesota.  After approximately 100 years of dormancy beneath the asphalt surface of University Avenue, construction un-
earthed rails buried a century ago.   Like many cities a century ago St. Paul and Minneapolis had an extensive light rail sys-
tem that connected the heart of the city and the collar suburbs.  After a century of dominance by the automobile, we are now 
having a Renaissance in the Twin Cities of Minnesota.  New foundations have been laid over the past two years, stations 
have been built, infrastructure has been upgraded, and bit by bit a brand new metropolitan light rail line named the ñGreen 
Lineò has been constructed to connect our Twin Cities and all points in between with a modern and beautiful fleet of trains. 
 We had watched the construction step-by-step, seeing the first test trains negotiate the line, and then finally after 
great anticipation, the Green Line opened in June 2014, and for several days all rides were free.  It was a celebratory mo-
ment and enjoyed by many who rode the trains and now encountered a new way of experiencing travel along the University 
Avenue arterial that has been transformed to accommodate not only cars, trucks, and buses, but our brand-new fleet of 
trains that service the Green Line. 
 My wife and I are busy grandparents of nine young children, and we were planning an adventure for them to travel 
the light rail, and tour various sites along the route.  We decided we needed a pilot run, so right around my 65th birthday we 
set off for Oma and Opaôs train adventure.  We drove downtown to the newly refurbished Union Station, where the Green 
Line begins in St. Paul.  A modern and handsome, quasi-Art Deco theme is the style for the stations, and a befitting match 
for that of Union Station.  We negotiated a user-friendly ticket dispenser with our bankcard, waited a short while, and soon a 
gleaming blue, white and yellow light rail train rolled up, and we climbed on board.  Inside was a spaceship-like interior, with 
gleaming stainless steel, nicely colored composite material interior, and comfortable seats.  We were excited!  
 The train snaked its way through downtown St. Paul, climbed up an ancient river channel elevation onto the Univer-
sity Avenue main arterial to Minneapolis.  Now on straight line East-to-West run, the trains picked up speed, though ever so 
quietly, began to move like a rocket.    

  LIGHT  RAIL c interurban  RAILROADs  

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 

John Oughton  
takes this ñselfieò  
of himself and his 
wife on a maiden 
trip on the new 
Green Line light 
rail system in St. 
Paul & Minneap-
olis in mid 2014. 
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We accelerated in ways automobiles and buses on university can never accomplish, given the right of way that light rail 
ensures for its trains.  Our stops were for the stations, and for traffic lights.  Having driven this route over years of time, I 
found it astonishing to be able to really look out the window and see all of the development that has been going on along 
this arterial street in conjunction with the development of the light rail line.  There have been newly constructed apart-
ment complexes, as well as the recycling and refurbishing of many warehouse buildings into loft apartments.  It is truly a 
Renaissance for University Avenue, and a step to more diverse transportation options for residents in the Twin Cities.   
 Approaching the University of Minnesota, we snaked around the new TCF football stadium station and then 
along Washington Street through the heart of the University of Minnesota.  This was not an easy friendship between the 
light rail and the University of Minnesota, as high caliber physics labs were concerned about vibration from the trains.  
Nevertheless this was worked out, and it is my belief as a graduate student at the University of Minnesota, that the light 
rail and the University will become very good friends.  Then we crossed a large bridge over to Minneapolis, and we off 
boarded the train next to the construction site for the new Viking Stadium.  Here is another engineering marvel, the larg-
est construction crane in the world is being assembled here as part of building the stadium.  We saw the first sections of 
it in that process. 
 We made some brief stops downtown, and then headed back.  I couldnôt help but feel a sense of being with my 
fellow metropolitan brothers and sisters, citizens of the Twin Cities who came together at this moment to ride this beauti-
ful train.  My thought was that fellowship could flourish in such an environment with people sitting shoulder to shoulder, 
rather than riding one per automobile down University Avenue.  Our societyôs missing community social time, and I felt in 
some small way riding this train will increase the potential for meeting oneôs neighbors in their transport between our two 
cities. 
 On the way back we stopped at Dale and University, and off boarded the train to visit a missionary site in what is 
known by many as the Frogtown Neighborhood, but which a ministry from our church has renamed to God town.  This is 
the poorest neighborhood of St. Paul, and a missionary group from our church has acquired six buildings in the neigh-
borhood which they have rehabbed and are making available to resident missionaries as well as other families who may 
have lost housing as part of the 2008 economic downturn.  This neighborhood was the hardest hit in terms of foreclo-
sures at that time.  In essence, this is another Renaissance that is ongoing, reaching out to those who have the least 
amongst us.  My wife and I are East Siders in St. Paul, and about 6 miles away, but we volunteer support of various 
kinds to this mission known as Young Adult Koinonia.  There is a garden that has been created on the site of a house 
that was demolished three years ago, as that structure was beyond repair.  In the garden grows both flowers and vege-
table crops for food for the both missionaries and some of the neighborhood.  Also joining the effort in this garden are 
two Karen refugee families from Burma.  I like to feel that this communityôs missions are now more accessible to resi-
dents of the Twin Cities, and that the light rail may allow more people to come here and volunteer. 
 We wound our way back after re-boarding the train to Union Station where we were delighted to find the Renais-
sance had taken place in that structure inside and out.  Multimodal transportation interconnections are built into this 
complex.  Car rentals, Hour cars, cabs, buses, the light rail and Burlington Northern Santa Fe and Amtrakôs ñEmpire 
Builderò all interconnect here.   
 For a while, perhaps, rails may have faded back in the American experience during the 20

th
 century, but now I 

hear on the tracks a Renaissance that is coming.  Rails are making a comeback!    We now look forward to taking our 
grandchildren on the light rail adventure, and having them come to understand that traveling doesnôt always have to be 
in an automobile in the metro area.  I hope this will give them a vision for the 21

st
 century where rails will modernize 

transportation, not only in the inner-city, but with high-speed trains connecting points in North America.  Imagine the fel-
lowship and evangelistic possibilities!  More on this later as John and REA use railroads, and light rail to reach out to a 
new generation of young people ï acquainting them with modern railroading and the power of the Gospel. 

Surface street-running with Minnesota Capitol building in background. BLUE line emerges from under MSP Airport - Terminal one and two. 
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R 
ecently the Historical Railroad Depot in Vancouver, Washington 
opened a display of the local Railroads relating to Vancouver USA.  It  was 

sponsored by the Clark County Historical Museum in conjunction with the members 
of the SP&S Historical Society. 
    The display - ñThe Northwestôs Own Spokane, Portland and Seattle Railway 
(SP&S) relays itôs history. The display gives a pictorial timeline from 1909-2010 
with additional posters and a model layout of the Vancouver Roundhouse that in its 
heyday housed nearly 20 train and was the regional hub for repairs and mainte-
nance for SP&S.  In the 1950ôs SP&S employed almost 700  and more than 1000 
cars a day moved through the freight yard. 
     Eventually, the big four in the Pacific Northwest, SP&S, Great Northern, North-
ern Pacific and the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroads merge in 1970.  In 
1996, Burlington Northern (which your editor worked as a track laborer, (1973-
1981)), merged with the Santa Fe Railroad creating the Burlington Northern Santa 
Fe Railroad, (BNSF). 
     If you are ever in Vancouver USA be sure and stop by and visit the display of 
photos, story lines and reproduction model of Vancouver Roundhouse that burnt 
down in 1970.  SP&S has had a proud and historical journey. 

Photo taken February 2015  Joe Spooner 

In front of the Vancouver Depot, James J. Hill, 
known as the ñEmpire Builderò, (rear seat on right 
with a beard), pauses in front of the depot on one 
of Hillôs trips to the Northwest. 

The information and photo of James Hill was gleamed from a story in The Columbian Newspaper,  January 30, 2015 and the Clark County Historical Society by Tom Vogt, Vancouver, Washington 



ñGod demonstrates His own love towards us,  

in that while we were still sinners,  

Christ died for usò 
Romans 5:8 
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ñNormaò The Ferry and the 

Oregon Trunk Railway. 

Shown is the ferry operated by Oregon Trunk Rail-
way from 1910-1912 between Clarke and Moody. 
"Norma" a 165-foot long steam stern wheeler, car-
ried the passengers who transferred from train to 
fer-ryboat from Clarke, on the Washington side of 
the Columbia River, to the train on the opposite Or-
egon side. Before the Wishram bridge was built, 
"Norma" also towed one of two double-track barges 
which transported six to eight Oregon Trunk rail 
cars. Transferring cars from incline to and from the 
barges was done via a moveable wedge and a 30-
foot  drawbridge. 
 
 Photo courtesy of R.E.A.'s Leland Hout from Bring-
en, Washington copied from the March-April 1986 Rail-
road Evangelist magazine. 

REA member Shirley Zurekôs brother-in-law, Larry Gilley who 
worked for many years as a clerk for Southern Railway.  The 
photo was taken at the RR Station in Culpeper, Virginia. 

Photo taken February 2015  Joe Spooner 

One of the many photo on the wall at the Vancouver Depot is 
this poster showing the mergers of the railroads that eventually 
became BNSF. 

Amtrak #113 the Coast Starlight enters Vancouver coming 
from Portland, Oregon going North to Seattle.  The Coast Star-
light runs daily from Los Angeles, California to Seattle, WA. 




